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“Banishing the Ghosts of Iran: 
What Do People Read in the Islamic Republic?” 

From her 2007 book, Jasmine and Stars: Reading More than 
Lolita in Tehran. In a direct, frank, and intimate exploration of 
Iranian literature and society, scholar, teacher, and poet Dr. 
Fatemeh Keshavarz challenges popular perceptions of Iran as a 
society bere" of vitality and joy. Her fresh per#ective on present-
day Iran provides a rare insight into this rich culture alive with 
artistic expression but virtually unknown to most Americans.

Sponsored by the MU Center for Arts and Humanities, the Center for Religion and the Pro-
fessions, Rural Sociology Department, Religious Studies Department, English Department, 
Department of Romance Languages, Center for Multicultural Research, Department of Geog-
raphy, and Department of Anthropology.

!is lecture is free and open to the public. 


